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Raymond Duncan and His Hel-

lenic Wife Create a Sen-
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'Their Home Near Athens a Perfect

Antique—Soon to Produce * Alces-
tis"” in the Grunewald.
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BERLIN. July 13.—A unique sensa-
tion s being provided at present by
Raymond Duncan of San Franclsco,
brother of the well-known * Greek dan-
cer,” Isadora Duncan, who s endeavor-
ing to persuade the world in general,
and Germany In particular, to return
to the customs and apparcel of ancient

Greece,

Mr. Duncan and his wife, who Is a
Greek woman named Penclope. have
been shoecking Derlin for the past four
months by appearing in the streets and
shops clad in Greek negiigée. Their
outfits consjst of a set of draperles
throvwn loosely over the shoulders and
displaying mnst of the leg below the
knee, while their feet are incased In
gandals. Mr. Duncan’'s strange appear-
‘ance s still further accentuated by
his manner of wearing his hair, which
falls to hls shoulders, He and his
wife are usually accompanied on the
street by a Greek boy, who serves as a
nurse to their baby, and 1s similarly
dressed. When the Duncans reached!
Berlin in early Spring admittance was
refused them at several hotels on ac-
count of their scanty attire,
| Mr. Duncan, who lives at Kopanos,
near Athens, has modeled his dwelling
there on the llnes of the homes occu-
pied by Greeks 2,000 vears ago. The
house, which is roofless, contains only
absolutely essential furniture, chiefly
divans and couches covered with rugs.
and cushions made by Duncan and his,J
wife. The walls are adorned with an-
tique weapons, shlelds, distaffs, spin-:
dles, flutes, and drawings of antique
vased and reliefs. Nobody i{n mod-
ern dress is permitted to cross the
threshold, the single exception to this.
ruie having been Xing George of
Greece, who on one occaslon visited the
Duncans In uniform.

Mr. Duncan meets the Immediate
needs of his family by the manufacture
of earthenware vessald, soap, and
hand-woven {fabrics. The household
life ts simple to the extreme: Duncan
himself frequently spends the night out
of doers in company with sheep and
goats. A vegetarian diet is exclusively
observed in the family.,

While in Eerlin the Duncans are oc-
cupyving a large modern house, which
they have endeavored to make resem-
ble in every particular their home at
Kopanos,; the blue wullpaper covering
the ceiling takes the place of the open
sky.

One of Mr. Duncan’s beliefg is in the
divinity of the human body and in the
dance as an expression of religious
feeling. He is now attempting to con-
struct a musical instrument on antique
lines, to the accompaniment of which
clagsic dances may be fitly carried
out.

The most interesting incident of the
American-Greek's Berlin visit will oc-
cur next month, when, asgsigted by a
choir of singers and a company of dan-
cers, he will perforrm Euripides's ‘ Al-
cestis ' in the natural theatre in the
Grunewald forest on the outskirts of
Berlin.
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